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Reading Curriculum Progression Map

Over-arching Aims of the Reading Curriculum

The programmes of study for reading at key stages 1 and 2 consist of two dimensions:

e word reading
e comprehension (both listening and reading).

It is essential that teaching focuses on developing pupils’ competence in both dimensions; different kinds of teaching are needed for each.

Skilled word reading involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar
printed words. Underpinning both is the understanding that the letters on the page represent the sounds in spoken words. This is why phonics should be
emphasised in the early teaching of reading to beginners (i.e. unskilled readers) when they start school.

Good comprehension draws from linguistic knowledge (in particular of vocabulary and grammar) and on knowledge of the world. Comprehension skills develop
through pupils’ experience of high-quality discussion with the teacher, as well as from reading and discussing a range of stories, poems and non-fiction. All pupils
must be encouraged to read widely across both fiction and non-fiction to develop their knowledge of themselves and the world in which they live, to establish an
appreciation and love of reading, and to gain knowledge across the curriculum. Reading widely and often increases pupils’ vocabulary because they encounter words
they would rarely hear or use in everyday speech. Reading also feeds pupils’ imagination and opens up a treasure-house of wonder and joy for curious young minds.

It is essential that, by the end of their primary education, all pupils are able to read fluently, and with confidence, in any subject in their forthcoming secondary
education.

Furthermore, a core element of effective learning is that pupils revisit their prior knowledge and skills; it is vital that we provide them with opportunities to do so.
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and, where necessary, a
few exception words.

Re-read these books to
build up their confidence
in word reading, their
fluency and their
understanding and
enjoyment.

ELG: Word Reading
Children at the expected

level of development will:

To read words with
contractions, e.g. I'm,
I'll and we'll.

To revise previously
taught knowledge and
skills

To accurately read
most words of two
or more syllables.

Toread most
words containing
common
suffixes.*

Torevise
previously taught
knowledge and
skills

taught knowledge and
skills

To revise previously
taught knowledge
and skills

o - EYFS KS KS
2o
58 1
o
«Q 5’
‘CI? Children in
= Reception Class Year 1 Year Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
g_ Early Learning 2
Goals
Read individual letters by To apply phonic To continue to To use their phonic To read most words To read most words To read fluently with
saying the sounds for knowledge and skills apply phonic knowledgetodecode fluently and attempt fluently and attempt full knowledge of all
them. as the route to knowledge and quickly.and accurately to decode any to decode any Y5/ Y6 exception
lend sounds i q decode words. skills as the route | (may still need support unfamiliar words unfamiliar words words, root words,
Blend sounds into words, . to decode words toread longer with increasing with increasing prefixes,
so that they can read To blend sounds in until automatic unknown words). d and skill dand skill suffixes/word endings*
short words made up of | unfamiliar wordsusing . Speed andskill. spee 'a|.1 SKI ! and to decode any
known letter-sound the GPCs that they decoding has Toapplytheirgrowing | - . recognising their unfamiliar words with
correspondences. have been taught. become embedded | nowledge of rootwords | 2 8PP theirknowledge meaning through increasing speed and
. and reading is andprefixes,including | ©f root words, prefixes contextual cues. skill, recognising their
Read some letter groups |  Torespond speedily, fluent. in-,im-,il-,ir-, dis-, mis-, and suffixes/word m'eaning through
that each represent one giving the correct un-, re-, sub-, inter-, endings to read aloud To apply their growing sartEEEl GIes
sound and say sounds forj  sound to graphemes Toread accurately [ gper. anti-andauto-to fluently.* knowledge of root :
3 them. for all of the 40+ by blending the beginto read aloud.* . . words, prefixes and To revise previously
g phonemes. sounds in words To revise previously suffixes/ word endings, | taught knowledge and
= Read a few common that contain the Toapplytheirgrowing | taught knowledge and : : -
= g 9 including skills
7 exception words matchedj To rqu words graphemes taught knowledge of root words skills sion. -tion. -cial. -tial
8 to the school’s phonic containing taught so far, and suffixes/word Lo e e
a programme. GPCs. especially endings, including-ation, -ant/ance/-ancy, -
=) fisf -ly,-ous, -ture, -sure, -sion ent/- ence/-ency, -
o ; Toread words LECOYIISII y,-ous, ture, : ' I |
pe Read simple phrases and = lternativ nd -tion, -ssion and -cian, to able/-ably and -
o sentences made up of containing -s, -€s, - afternative sounds begqi * ible/ibly, t d aloud
. gin to read aloud. ible/ibly, to read alou
=7 ; _ ing, for graphemes. %
= words with known letter . fluently.
Q sound correspondences || “€dand-estendings. To revise previously

Progression map Reading V2



https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/deep-dive-into-reading-self-review-and-resource-pack-t-e-2548595
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/deep-dive-into-reading-self-review-and-resource-pack-t-e-2548595
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/deep-dive-into-reading-self-review-and-resource-pack-t-e-2548595

- Say a sound for each
letter in the alphabet and
at least 10 digraphs;

- Read words consistent
with their phonic
knowledge by sound-
blending;

- Read aloud simple
sentences and books that
are consistent with their
phonic knowledge,
including some common
exception words.
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To read some common

irregular words.

SpIOM UO!J.dGOXH uowwion

Toread Y1 common
exception words,
noting unusual
correspondences
between spelling and
sound and where
these occur in words.

To revise previously
taught knowledge and
skills

To read most Y1
and Y2 common
exception
words*, noting
unusual
correspondences
between spelling and
sound and where
these occur in the
word.

To revise previously
taught knowledge
and skills

To begin to read
Y3/Y4 exception
words.*

To revise previously
taught knowledge
and skills

Toread all Y3/Y4
exception words*,
discussing the
unusual
correspondences
between spelling and
these occur inthe word.

To revise previously

taught knowledge
and skills

Toread most Y5/
Y6 exception
words,
discussing the unusual
correspondences
between spelling and
sound and where these
occur in the word.

To revise previously
taught knowledge and
skills

To ascribe meanings to
marks that they see in
different places.

To begin to break the
flow of speech into
words.

Aouan|4

To begin to read words
and simple sentences.

To read and understand
simple sentences.
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To accurately read texts
that are consistent with
their developing phonic
knowledge, that do not
require them to use
other strategies to work
out words.

Toreread texts to
build up fluency
and confidencein
word reading.

Torevise
previously taught
knowledge and
skills

To read aloud
books (closely
matched to their
improving phonic
knowledge),
sounding out
unfamiliar
words
accurately,
automatically
and without
undue hesitation.

To reread these
books to build
up fluency and

confidence in word
reading.

To read words
accurately and
fluently without
overt sounding and
blending, e.g. at
over 90 words per
minute, in age-
appropriate texts.

To revise previously
taught knowledge
and skills

Atthis stage, teaching comprehension skills should be taking precedence over teaching word reading and
fluency specifically. Any focus on word reading should support the development of vocabulary.
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EYFS (30 -
50mths to
ELGs)

30-50
months Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
40 - 60

months Early

Learning Goals

To know that print
carries meaning and,
in English, is read
from left to right
and top to bottom.

uoisuayaidwo)
- Buipeay

To revise previously
aught knowledge
and skills

To understand

humour,

e.g. nonsense
rhymes,
jokes.

To revise previousl
aught knowledge and
skills

To listen to stories
with increasing
attention and recall.

To anticipate key
events and phrases
in rhymes and
stories.

To begin to be
aware of the way
stories are
structured.

To describe; main To revise previously
story settings, aught knowledge

events and principal
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characters.

To enjoy an
increasing range of
books.

To follow a story
without pictures
or props.

To listen to stories,

accurately
anticipating key
events and respond

to what they hear

with relevant

comments,

questions or

actions.

To demonstrate
understanding when
talking with others
about what they
have read.
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To revise previously
aught knowledge and

To revise previously

aught knowledge and
skills

aught knowledge and

o revise previously
aught knowledge and

o revise previously




To build up vocabulary
that reflects the
breadth of their
experiences.

To extend vocabulary,
especially by grouping
and naming, exploring
the meaning and
sounds of new words.

To use vocabulary and
forms of speech that
are increasingly
influenced by their
experiences of books.

To suggest how a
story might end.

To begin to
understand ‘why’ and
‘how’ questions.

To answer ‘how’ and
‘why’ questions
about their
experiences and in
response to stories
or events.
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To revise previously

aught knowledge and

previously taught
knowledge and

To revise previously

aught knowledge
and skills

To revise previousl|

aught knowledge
and skills

To revise
previously taught
knowledge and
skills

previously taught
knowledge and

To revise previousl|

aught knowledge and

skills

To revise previously

aught knowledge and
skills

o revise previously

aught knowledge and
skills

To revise previously

aught knowledge and

o revise previously

aught knowledge and
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To listen to and join in
with stories and

poems, one-to-one To revise previously
and also in small aught

groups. knowledge and

To join in with repeated skills

refrains in rhymes and

stories. o revise previously
aught knowledge and

To use intonation,
rhythm and phrasing to To revise previousl aught knowledge and
make the meaning
clear to others. and skills aught knowledge and

To develop preference
for forms of

expression. o revise previously
Toplay aught knowledge and
cooperatively as
part of a group to

develop and act out
anarrative.

To express
themselves
effectively, showing
awareness of
listeners’ needs.
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To know that
information can be
relayed in the form

of print.

To know that
information can be To revise previousl To revise previously

retrieved from aught knowledge aught knowledge
books and and skills and skills

computers. To revise previousl!
aught knowledge and

To revise previously

aught knowledge
and skills

o revise previously
aught knowledge and
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